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WET Productions:
Selected Credits

Theatrical Productions:  The world premiere of A Perfect Couple by Brooke Berman, directed by Maria Mileaf; The 
world premiere of BFF by Anna Ziegler, directed by Josh Hecht (published by The Dramatists Play Service, and in 
the Smith and Kraus anthology, The Best American Playwrights of 2007); The world premiere of Big Times, by Mia 
Barron, Maggie Lacey, Danielle Skraastad, directed by Leigh Silverman; The world premiere of St. Scarlet, written 
by Julia Jordan, directed by Chris Messina (published by Dramatists Play Service); The world premiere of Scab, 
written by Sheila Callaghan, directed by Hayley Finn; The New York premiere of Bold Girls written by Rona Munro, 
directed by Hayley Finn; I Stand Before You Naked written by Joyce Carol Oates, directed by Heather Scarlet Arnet
at the NY Int’l Fringe Festival and The Harold Clurman Theatre (with original material written by Ms. Oates, 
exclusively for WET’s production).

Events: LOVE, a one-night only event featuring short plays on the subject of love by some of the hottest female 
playwright read by celebrated actors. LOVE 2009 featuring performances by Debra Messing, Blythe Danner, Perrey
Reeves, Emmanuelle Chriqui, Maulik Pancholy, David Alan Basche, John Lloyd Young, Tracie Thoms, Andre Royo, 
Alysia Reiner, JD Williams, Alex Frost, Sabine Singh, with plays by Jenny Lyn Bader, Annie Baker, Lucy Boyle, 
Laura Eason, Ann Marie Healy, Ellen Melaver, Susan Miller, Anna Ziegler. LOVE 2008 featuring performances by 
Lauren Ambrose, Martha Plimpton, Jane Alexander, Ricki Lake, Neil Patrick Harris, Gretchen Mol, Peter Hermann, 
Laila Robins, Michael Cerveris, Josh Hamilton and Sabine Singh, with plays by Jenny Lyn Bader, Lucy Boyle, 
Brooke Berman, Julia Cho, Julia Jordan, Liz Tucillo and Francine Volpe. LOVE 2006, hosted by Diane von 
Furstenberg at the DVF studios featuring performances by Emmanuelle Chriqui, Ally Sheedy, Mark Feuerstein, Cady 
Huffman, Jessica Hecht and Jackie Hoffman; Letters to A Young Artist, a performance of the book written by Anna 
Deavere Smith, Hosted by Daryl Roth, read by Ms. Smith, Olympia Dukakis, Eve Ensler, Bill T. Jones, Josh 
Hamilton, Eugene Jarecki, Lisa Kron, and James C. Nicola; Waitress, a reading of the then un-produced, original 
screenplay, written and directed by Adrienne Shelly, starring Paul Rudd, Gretchen Mol, Amy Sedaris and Michael 
Cerveris; The New York Film Premiere of Friends With Money, presented in association with Sony Pictures Classics, 
followed by a talk-back with writer/director Nicole Holofcener and actor Catherine Keener. Bottom Of The World, a 
new play commissioned by WET, written by Lucy Thurber at The Eugene O’Neill Theater Center, The Tribeca
Theater Festival and The Public Theater; The Morgan Stories, written and directed by Adrienne Shelly, starring Billy 
Crudup, Ally Sheedy, Jessica Hecht and Paul Rudd; The Modern Woman Unbound I and II with New York Times 
Best Selling authors, including Nicola Kraus and Emma McLaughlin (“The Nanny Diaries”), Amy Sohn (“Run 
Catch Kiss” and “Kiss and Tell”), Beth Harpaz (“Girls in the Van”) and Lorene Cary (“Pride”, “Black Ice”); Laugh 
‘til You WET Your Pants parts I and II, stand up comedy nights of all star female talent held at Gotham Comedy 
Club and Gramercy Comedy Club featuring Judy Gold, Corey Kahaney, Vanessa Hollingshead and other notable 
female stand up comics. 

Script Development: The INKubator: The Ray and Kit Sawyer Development Series develops work (plays or 
screenplays) written by selected women writers throughout the year, providing dramaturgical, promotional and 
creative support for new material. Playwrights in the INKubator have included Brooke Berman, Francine Volpe, 
Sarah Schulman and Julia Jordan, Cusi Cram, Neena Beber. As a part of the INKubator, WET has partnered with The 
Williamstown Theater Festival, Naked Angels, The National Theater Institute at The Eugene O’Neill Theater Center.

Educational Outreach Program: In 2004 WET launched educational the educational wing of the company with a 
unique, psychologically based outreach program, WET’s Risk Takers Film Series. Risk Takers is a free, city-wide 
media literacy & leadership program for adolescent girls, that accepts over 100+ girls annually, from over 40 
participating NYC schools. The program features leading female role models in the media, as master teachers, 
addressing issues girls are facing daily, such as peer pressure, drug and alcohol use, body image, teen pregnancy, 
sexuality, safe sex, discrimination, sexual assault and rape, education, class, race, friendship, and family dynamics. 
Special guests have included: Frances McDormand, Olympia Dukakis, Mary-Louise Parker, Kerry Washington, Ally 
Sheedy, Kelly McGillis, Alison Lohman, Michelle Monaghan, Nicole Holofcener, Jessica Sharzer, Kirsten Smith, and 
Lili Taylor and more.  www.risktakers.us www.wetweb.org



World Premiere Productions: Press Highlights
The World Premiere of A Perfect Couple by Brooke Berman, directed by 
Maria Mileaf

“An enjoyable comedy-drama” – The New York Times
“A sleek production from WET” – Variety
“Beautiful acted” –New York Post
“Berman’s charming, taffeta-light plays give voice to the delights and disappointments of 

contemporary young womanhood” -The Village Voice  
New York Magazine and Time Out NY Critics’ Pick

The World Premiere of BFF by Anna Ziegler, directed by Josh Hecht
“An unmitigated pleasure” – The New Yorker
“Masterful” – Variety
“the actors deliver highly appealing performances”
–The New York Post
“Three gifted young actors star…Ziegler’s script is punchy and 
streamlined” – The Economist.com

The World Premiere of Big Times by Mia Barron, Maggie Lacey, 
Danielle Skraastad, , directed by Leigh Silverman

“The kind of play that can actually get a laugh out of “Why did the    
chicken cross the road”, it would take a true curmudgeon to 
withstand its charms” – The New York Times
“Zippily directed by Leigh Silverman....  The talented writer-
performers play their multiple roles with zest, slinging jokes at a 
ping-pong pace.” – TimeOut New York
“Fresh and fun.” -Flavorpill

The World Premiere of St. Scarlet by Julia Jordan, directed by Hayley Finn
“Despairing about the future of the theater?....It might do you good to pop in on "St 

Scarlet”....independent, enterprising young people doing polished, professional  work, the kind that 
bespeaks attention to detail, respect for craft.” – The New York Times

“Jordan crafts an often hilarious and more, surprisingly, moving 
meditation on the  ties that bind both lovers and families" – The New York Post
“Julia Jordan’s promising debut …there’s a generous heart 
at the center of this drama “ -Time Out New York

The World Premiere of Scab by Sheila Callaghan, directed by Chris Messina
“A textbook example of promising work” - The New York Times
“a stylish production with snappy pacing, clever musical 
accents and design“ – The Village Voice
“sparkling dialogue....the romantic entanglements are
handled with wit and sensitivity.“ - Time Out New York

Other Past Productions include:
The New York Premiere of Bold Girls by Rona Munro.
The World Premiere of I Stand Before You Naked II by Joyce Carol Oates 
with additional text written by Ms. Oates for WET’s production.











Finding their voices 
By ABBY LUBY 
Sunday, February 18th, 2007 

Two years ago, a very shy 14-year-old New Yorker named Alexandra 
Campos tried to open up to girls she’d never met. She was encouraged 
by what she called a “safe haven” - a place where you could express 
yourself without the fear of rejection.

The safe haven is actually a self- esteem program for teen girls started 
by the Women’s Expressive Theater, Inc. (WET), a non-profit group that 
aims to dispel female stereotypes. Known as the “Risk Takers Film Se-
ries,” the program screens films that the girls can relate to and talk about.

“It’s the best thing I could’ve ever done,” said Campos, now 16 and a 
theater student at Beacon High School in Manhattan. She was back at 
Risk Takers last month for the program’s kickoff session.

Risk Takers, now in its third year, is the brainchild of WET executive 
producers Sasha Eden and Victoria Pettibone, professionals in Off-
Broadway theater production.

“We were frustrated by how women were seen in the media,” said Petti-
bone. “We wanted to teach girls how to look at ‘airbrushed’ women with 
a critical eye and know they don’t have to be all the images they see.”

An active force of volunteers in more than 50 city high schools recruits 
girls ages 12-17 for the free series.

“We visit all high schools - public, magnet, private schools,” said Eden. 
“The girls fill out a simple application and all they have to do is show 
up.”

For one Saturday a month, girls come to the Calhoun School on West 
End Ave., watch a film chosen specifically for the program, then talk 
about it in small groups. After a free lunch, the teens meet the woman 
who wrote or directed that film.

One of the program’s goals is to explore racial issues among teenage 
girls, but finding films about women of color can be a challenge, said 
Eden. “There are not a lot of movies appropriate for teen girls directed or 
produced by women of color.”

On a Saturday in late January, a racially mixed group of about 80 girls 
watched “Lovely & Amazing,” a film written and directed by Nicole Ho-
lofcener. Holofcener has directed episodes of “Sex and the City” and is 
known for her earlier film “Walking and Talking,” starring Anne Heche 
and Catherine Keener.

“Lovely & Amazing” explores the relationship between a mother (Bren-
da Blethyn) and her two adult daughters (Emily Mortimer and Catherine 
Keener) who are obsessed with how they look, and a third, adopted 
daughter who is 8 years old and African-American (Raven Goodwin).

After a Q&A with the filmmakers, volunteer mentors with backgrounds 
in psychology lead discussion groups.

“The mentors try to draw the girls out,” said Lisa Borneman, a clinical 
social worker and a psychotherapist who oversees the 30 mentors in the 
program. “We start with how the movie relates to the girls’ own lives. 

The idea is to talk about 
body image and self-esteem 
and get them to access their 
feelings.”

For 15-year-old Mischka 
Bedasee, speaking in the 
Risk Takers discussion 
group was a real challenge.

“You try to feel comfortable 
about what you think,” said 
Bedasee, a student at the 
High School of Fashion 
Industries. “It gives females 
a chance to open up and to 
express themselves. It gives 
us a voice.”

Bedasee said girls talk a lot 
about appearance. “We want 
to look better to other girls 
- it’s how we compete for 
guys.”

When the entire group met 
with Holofcener, she was 
joined by Oscar-winning 
actress Frances McDormand, 
a strong supporter of WET 
and Risk Takers. The women 
spoke frankly and joked with 
the crowd during the Q&A.

“Self-respect was the key 
when I was a teen,” said 
Holofcener. “I remember it was so difficult to pick new friends. I chose 
friends who were bad - they were cool and sexy - the girls who teased 
somebody and stole things. My friends didn’t get me. But I had a strong 
moral sense.”

Meeting these professional women was inspiring for 17-year-old Hol-
land Hamilton, a student at the Professional Performing Arts School

“There is the fame factor,” said Hamilton, who has been participating in 
the Risk Takers series for all three years. “I get to talk to these famous 
people and see that they are just like me.”

Another perk of the program is accessing a list of internships provided 
by WET. Interning with a stage manager gave Hamilton a different focus 
on her future. “I had an amazing experience and it helped me decide that 
I was going to college,” she said. “I’m going to Oberlin.”

Campos said that the risks she took in the program were hard but satisfy-
ing.

“In the beginning, everyone has that wall up that says, ‘I don’t know you 
and I don’t know what I should say.’ But as time goes on, that wall starts 
breaking down and it’s very rewarding.” u

The next Risk Takers session is on Feb. 24 at the Calhoun School. To ap-
ply or learn more, call (212) 682-0265 or visit www.wetweb.org.

Frances McDormand and WET 
co-founder Sasha Eden during a 
Q&A session with director Nicole 
Holofcencer.



LOVE  PRESS

Print:
New York Times-Sunday Styles (February 15,

2009)-Photos and Event description in “Evening

Hours” By Bill Cunningham

New York Magazine (February 16, 2009)-Party

Lines, pages of Photos featuring cast

New York Observer (February 4, 2009)-Interview

with Lucy Boyle and David Alan Basch

New York Post (February 8, 2009)-Agenda

Daily News (February 9, 2009)- Monday In New York

Listing

Time Out New York (February 4, 2009)-Pre-show

listing

The Village Voice (February )-Pre-show listing

Resident (February 24, 2009)- Lee Fryd's Social Life

Video:
MSNBC (March 2, 2009)-Cause Celeb

Online:
In Touch Online (March 3, 2009)-Feature

CharityHappenings.org (February 9, 2009)-Feature

Huffington Post (February 10, 2009)-Feature

Gothamist.net (February 10, 2009)-Feature by John

Del Signoro

Instyle.com (February 10, 2009)

Pure People (February 9, 2009)

Celebs-Fashion.net (February 10, 2009)

Guest of a Guest (February 10, 2009)-Feature by

Kendra Seay

Retna (February 10, 2009)

Partiesyouwillnevergetinto.com (February 10,

2009)-Pulled from Guest of a Guest

JustJarad.com (February 9, 2009)

Patrick McMullan (February 10, 2009)

Wire Image (February 10, 2009)



LOVE  PRESS

Online:
Celebs-Fashion.net (February 10, 2009)

Hip Celebrity.com (February 10, 2009)

Hot Celebs Home (February 10, 2009)

People Buzz.com (February 10, 2009)

Zimbo.com (February 10, 2009)

Supirior Topics.Com (February 10, 2009)

Nowatermark.net (February 10, 2009)

Wordpress.com (February 10, 2009)

Jollypeople.com (February 10, 2009)

Fafarazzi.com (February 10, 2009)

Zimbo.com (February 7, 2009)

Putu.us Blog (February 7, 2009)

vpqv.net (February 7, 2009)

rantsthoughtsmerde.blogspot.com (February 7, 2009)

X17.COM (February 7, 2009)

Exposay.com (February 7, 2009)

debra-m.com (February 7, 2009)

Womanaroundtown.com (February 8, 2009)

Times Square Gossip.com (February 10, 2009)

Insider Management Group (February 10, 2009)

StarMAXinc.com (February 10, 2009)

Exposay.com (February 10, 2009)

Nachophoto.com (February 10, 2009)

Celebutopia (February 10, 2009)

widgetbox.com (February 10, 2009)

celebritieswonder.com (February 10, 2009)

famegame.com (February 11, 2009)

www.putu.us (February 11, 2009)

Yahoo Buzz (February 14, 2009)

Smallworld.com

Broadcast:
Kjoy 98.3 WLBG 96.1 (February 6, 2009)

Kjoy 98.3 WLBG 96.1 (February 13, 2009)

NBC MOBILE (March 2, 2009)-Feature




